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The Prince With No Worlds to Conquer

By GEORGE F. KEARNEY

the Prince of Wales told Mr. Lloyd George

and his cabinet on that memorable morn-
ing, two days after he returned from his tour
of the Empire, when he appeared unexpectedly at
Number 10 Downing Street. It was not merely
a formal visit. A restless prince, fresh from a
trip that was a complete diplomatic triumph,
asked for bigger things to do.

When he returned home he found the Eng-
lish newspapers discussing how best he could
jurther serve the Empire. Correspondents who
followed him throughout his trip had privately
informed their editors that the prince, while
periectly willing to do anything that the govern-
ment required of him, was anxious to takea more
active part in politics. Mr. Massingham in the
London Nation had been ur-gmﬁ that he be ap-
pointed Viceroy of Ireland in the hope that the
amiable prince could bring about a friendly solu-
tion of the Irish question. The prince is under-
stood to have given a great deal of thought to
this suggestion and was willing to undertake the
responsibility on condition, however, that he be
given a free hand.

In other quarters it was suggested that the
prince call a conference of men rcprescminﬁ both
the dominions and the colonies of the British
Empire with a view to discussing the many dii-
ficult problems that have arisen in their relation
to the mother country. It was felt that this
would be a fitting climax to his successful trip
in which he seemed to win so thoroughly the
hearts of the chple. The question arose here,
again, as to whether the prince would be given
a iree hand or whether he would function merely
as an agrecable figurehead.

The Prince of Wales is said to have some
very definite ideas in regard to the future rela-
tion of Great Britain to the Empire. He has
been keen enough to accept the perpetual ovation
extended him during his recent journey in a
graceful manner but he spent a great deal of
his time quizzing the people he met intimately
with a view to getting an understanding of the
new movements that seem to be disrupting the
Empire. He is the one man in all England who
has attempted seriously to study the problem of
the modern Empire at first hand and his view-
point 1s said to be in accord with the younger
school of British political thinkers. He was par-
ticularly impressed with Mr. Hughes, the
* Labor prime minister of Australia, and he
has frequently expressed his admiration of
General Smuts, of South Africa. But then,
again, tradition discountenances the right
of a prince to hold pronounced political
views and certainly he is not expected to
express any opinion that would bring him in
opposition to the ideas of any of his subjects.

['he Prince of Wales did not like the post-
ponement of his trip through India until the
situation there had cleared. He was eager
to go anyway, and the fear for his personal
safety did not please him. Moreover, it was
argued that the prince’s avoidance of India
might be assigned to a lack of personal
courage on his part and also a confession
on the part of the representatives of the
Crown in India that they could not cope with
the situation. Certainly the prince cannot
be accused of cowardice after the many ex-
periences the British general staff had with
their prince who would not stay out of the
front Ime trenches. During the war he par-
ticularly resented the undue care taken of
hin and it comes as no surprise that he was
disappointed at the curtailment of the trip to

Al these things have come up for active
discussion at the meeting of the cabinet and
the king's privy council. They now realize
that the little slip of a boy, winsome but in-
effectual, whom they knew before the war,
has changed. ;

_'During those four years,” the prince has
said of his war experiences, “I found my
manhood.” Then there recurs frequently in
his speeches (which he now insists upon
Writing himself except on very special oc-
casions) the statement that he wants to rep-
resent in the presence of his elders the
o ger generation of England.” = The

ritish Empire has a new Prince of Wales, eager
1 play more than a polite role in the dark future
of his nation and more confident than his an-
testors that his subjects are not adverse to the
ctive participation, along constitutional lines,
ot the Crown in politics.
w1f Jready the Prince of Wales has shown him-

€11 10 be the strongest of his line. Edward the
venth was a jovial king, fond of pleasure, but

mcm}?ld not have the mental qualities of h!s
reignc!' lell‘eﬂ Victoria. George the Fifth's
his fals‘l requently spoken of as the darkest of
mark :imly' or, prior to the war, there was a
royal 1a. 2ck of enthusiasm in land for the

yal family. It will be remembered that Edward
venth once ventured the prediction that his

g LL England is_still spcculalinilas to what

son George would be the last to sit on the Eng-
lish throne. The beginning of the present reign
saw the rising tide of radicalism in England
with a growing discontent with the old order
sweeping over the country. There has been a
strong movement for a republic for the British
Empire during his reign and certainly the British
Crown has had many occasions to remember that
the monarchy is strictly a constitutional one. Yet
the war brought the royal family into more prom-
mence and the advisors of the king have kept
him before his subjects as much as possible in al-
ways an agreeable role. Hence, when H. G.
Wells, during the war, suggested that a republic
be set up, the personal popularity of the royal
family, and particularly the affection of the Eng-
lish people for their Prince of Wales, made his
movement seem ridiculous.

As a matter of fact, the open advocacy of a
republic by H. G. Wells has greatly strengthened
the hand of the monarchy. It is interesting to
note that the Labor party of Great Britain,
planning to take over the government and make
Great Britain a socialistic state, still would tol-
erate a royal family. Mr. J. H. Thomas, the

resident of the National Union of Railway and
ransportation Workers, who is so frequently
mentioned as the “next Labor prime minister of
Great Britain,” has gone to some length in his
new book, “When Labor Rules,” to explain that
the king must be retained as an effective symbol
of the nation, although the ideals of the Labor
party seem at variance with the idea of special
E_m-l:lcgcs granted to anyone by reason of their
irth.

Had the Prince of Wales exhibited less real
character during the war, the attitude of the Eng-
lish people toward their monarchy would have
been very different. King Edward's prophecy
might have come true. At best the prince, with
less of his power to compel affection, would have
inherited a shadowy throne. It would have been
a doubtful inheritance and his plight must have
been as unhappy as that of the late King Alex-
ander of Greece. Instead, the English people are
looking forward to the reign of the present
Prince of Wales to restore the real dignity of the
throne. He is to be a new king in the history of
dynasties who will function as a champion of the
common people. He is the one man in the whole
Empire who does not have to struggle for his
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position, and, as such, he could function as a
check on the ambitions of the professional
politician. _
In their Prince of Wales, whom the nation
worships, the English people are seeing a new
hope for the future. hel‘-: expect him to rule
by the divine right of their love and Great
Britain is weary of the type of political autocrat
who wields power that would make a czar turn
green with envy. They want their new monarch
to symbolize their national sense of honor in an
active way, for the English people are not par-
ticularly proud of the role their government has
played recently in world politics. It 1s hoped that
the Prince of Wales will speak with the voice
of the traditiopal England to whom the world

is very greatly
indebted.

A situation
arose in regard
to the hunger
strike of the
late lord mayor
of Cork which
illustrates how
inarticulate the
Crown has be-
come since the
days of the en-
ergetic Victoria
and how really a constitutional monarch could
be used to reconcile warring factions within the
Empire. The relatives of Terence MacSwiney
petitioned King George for a clemency of the
Crown. It is well known that this present king
has a sympathetic attitude toward Ireland which
differs slightly from the opinions held by the
present ministers. The response was not made
immediately and, when the king replied, one read
between the lines of his note a real regret that
the matter of determining whether the lord mayor
should be released must be referred to the gov-
ernment in power. England knows that both
King George and his son are in favor of a more
kindly treatment of Ireland.

One gathers that the restlessness of the
Prince of Wales is watched in governmental cir-
cles with very great concern. An open break
between the prince and the cabinet might end dis-
astrously for the cabinet because of the prince's
personal popularity. It is significant, then, that
the prince has been rebuffed by the cabinet in
his desire to do a man’s job for his people. Since
his return from his tour of.the Empire he has
slipped back into his old life with its round of
formalities and hunting parties. Therein lies the
tragedy of a prince with no worlds to conquer.

A study of the face of the Prince of Wales
gives us an insight into his present state of mind.
His successes have not turned his head and
there is not a haughty or a seli-conscious line in
his face. His eyes quiver with an interest in
evervbody about him. It is an intensely human
countenance. A motion picture director would
say of him that he had a good “screen” face, and
he certainly takes an excellent picture, Yet even
those pictures, and certainly his face which one
sees as he rides through London, reveal a
quality which we have called wistful, Study
this expression a bit more closely and
you will discover that there are elements
of sadness that impel this wistful look. He
is a prince rich in the love of his people,
but a beggar indeed, when it comes to re-
sponsibilities. It is quite evident that the
present government does not intend to allow
the prince to fulfill his ambition to play a
more vital part in the life of his nation.

What, en, 15 his attitude toward the
perfunctory tasks that make up his every-
day life? Almost every minute of the time
he appears in public he is being photo-
graphed. He has been snapped under all
sorts of conditions and it is remarkable that
there are no pictures revealing a bored
prince. Nor has he ever been known to lose
his temper even under the most vexing cir-
cumstances. He has developed a genius for
sensing his crowd and he always falls in
with the spirit of the moment. His crafts-
manship is perfect. Every public appearance
yields a new incident to endear him to his
peoglc.

Not long ago he was asked by the Lon-
don Daily Mirror to write a message to the
children of the Empire in which he would
embody his philosophy of life. He epito-
mized his whole attitude in his closing sen-
tence when he said, “Always play the game
to the end.” It was, in fact, the autobiog-
raphy of his past, present and future. No
matter how disappointed he may be by the
lack of real responsibilitics, no matter how
much he sighs for worlds to conquer, Eng-
land has the confidence that their prince will
play his game to the end. His father has a
certain soured expression but it is incon-
ceivable that the prince would ever reveal in
his countenance any more than a sad wist-
fulness. Being pleasant is a mighty difhcult job
and particularly so if one is a prince. The royal
family is compelled to take their recreation very
seriously and a whole nation watches the young
heir as a stern but kindly parent would. If he
appears in uniform it must be correct in every
detail. There are a hundred thousand odd points
of etiquette that must be observed scrupulously
by the prince. He must never forget a name or
a face. He must have the history of England’s
countryside at his finger-tips for use in im-
promptu speeches. He must have an easy fa-
miliarity with the history and the work of the
many institutions which he visits during the year.
When entertaining a foreign diplomat he must

(Concladed on page 12
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